
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL         

 
Date: 24 June 2019 
 
Title: Town Council Environmental Ambitions   

 
Purpose of the Report: To seek endorsement in respects of the creation of a 

set of environmental ambitions that are to encourage 
best practice within town council operations and the 
wider parish.  

 
Contact Officer:                Mark Saccoccio (Town Clerk)  
 

Corporate 
Objective/s 

 To consolidate processes and procedures, 
ensuring operational efficiency and a structure 
which will underpin future service delivery by 
the Town Council. 

Implications:   

Financial X Yes 

Human Resources X Yes 

Operational/Service 
delivery 

X Yes 

Procedural/Legal X Yes 

Risk/Health & Safety X Yes 

 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
  

Should Council be minded:- 
 
1.1 To note the report. 

 
1.2 To endorse the set of ambitions and in doing so, embed them within town 

council best practice.  
 
 

 
2 BACKGROUND  
 
2.1 The purpose of this report is for the Town Council to agree a set of ambitions that 

once adopted, will demonstrate a level of commitment to the greening agenda.  
For the avoidance of doubt and within the context of town council operations, the 
green agenda is defined as the way the Town Council can influence and manage 
its own environmental impact as well as promote best practice within the parish. 
For example, by way of case studies, the Town Council would signpost residents, 
businesses, market traders, event traders and interest groups to exemplar 
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projects within or outside of the local govenrment sector which if implemented, 
would make a positive difference.  
 

2.2 The following list of ambitions is considered both realistic and achievable within 
the budgetary envelope in which the Town Council currently operates. Whilst the 
Town Council has no control over the business operations of those who attend 
its markets and events, it will continue to work with those stakeholders in 
encouraging imaginative and viable ways of operating.  By endorsing the 
following set of ambitions, it demonstrates to the parish that the Town Council 
does appreciate its environmental responsibility and will in a measured and 
financially prudent fashion affect positive change as and when it is able and 
capable of doing so.  
 

2.3 The ambitions are considered a live document and will be subject to regular 
review by the Policy and Finance Committee. As technologies improve and best 
working practices evolve, these will be reflected in the ambitions.  
 

   
 

2.4 Town Council Environmental Ambitions  
 

Ambition  Town Council position 

To reduce single 

use plastics 

To carefully consider viable, affordable and practical 

alternatives to the use of single use plastics.  

Market: Scoping work has begun on ways the town’s 

twice weekly market may well be able to respond to this. 

To consider the purchase of re-usable bags for 

consumers. In terms of market traders, to encourage 

their suppliers to recognise their environmental 

responsibilities.  

Events: Traders are being encouraged to consider ways 

to address their environmental responsibilities.  

As set out below, by introducing drinking fountains, this 

will also reduce the reliance on single use plastics.  

Use local suppliers 

wherever possible  

That we actively encourage local suppliers to tender for 

work subject to them remaining competitive.  

Minimise waste and 

increase recycling 

The town council’s waste contract is up for renewal and 

it is anticipated that the amount of material that will be 

recycled will significantly increase when compared to the 

existing waste contract. 

The Town Council has a contract with “DataShredders” 

to collect and shred our waste paper here at the White 

House. Not only does this preserve confidentiality and 

help us ensure adherence to data protection regulations, 
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but 99% of the shredded waste paper is recycled at their 

facility in Peterborough. 

To encourage social 

and environmental 

responsibility 

The town council has taken the decision to invest in 

solar compacting bins which provide greater capacity to 

a traditional bin. The intelligent bin informs the grounds 

team when it requires emptying thereby reducing the 

number of inspection visits and in doing so, saves time 

and money. 

The Town Council has established a well-respected 

social media platform. By way of the various social 

media channels, the Town Council will post examples of 

best practice that will affect positive change.   

When technology is 

available, to 

carefully consider 

the appropriateness 

or otherwise of 

investing in new 

equipment that will 

make viable positive 

differences to the 

way the town 

council operates 

To support the grounds and environmental services 

operation, electric vans have been hired for a week’s 

trial. The vehicles were not sufficiently robust or indeed 

capable of meeting our requirements and therefore were 

not pursued. 

The use of photo voltaic cells on buildings is a matter 

that often arises in conversation. Whilst there are 

benefits, the advice we have received from 2 chartered 

surveyors is that enhanced insulation standards and 

materials in the refurbishment of Page’s Park pavilion 

would be of equal environmental benefit.  

With the White House lease now renewed for a further 

20 years (10 year break out clause), we are investing in 

led lighting for the council chamber as part of a first 

phase of environmental improvements. Thereafter, 

offices as well as other public spaces will follow.  

The introduction of Mod Gov has reduced paper usage 

as well as officer time in preparing agendas 

To include an 

increase weighting 

on greening issues 

when inviting 

companies to tender 

for town council 

work  

The waste/recycling specification will include a 

percentage weighting to actively encourage those 

tendering for work to demonstrate their green 

credentials 

The cleaning contract for town council assets is up for 

renewal next year and one of the questions that will be 

asked will be to do with cleaning methods and the 

materials used to carry out the task.  

To continue to 

encourage the 

parish to shop local 

in the common 

Through the High Street events and the twice weekly 

markets. There is more that can be achieved albeit this 

will involve continuing partnership working with the 
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interests of the 

vitality of the High 

Street and the local 

economy beyond  

principal authority as well as representative groups as 

well as the businesses themselves.  

High Street maintenance works (levelling of paving) will 

commence on 14th July 2019 and will last for 4 weeks.  

By doing this, not only will it safeguard the vitality of 

local businesses but also reduce carbon footprint by way 

of fewer travel miles.  

To encourage the 

parish to drink more 

water. 

Where facilities are open, to allow access to water for 

those who wish to refill their drinking containers. The 

initiative has already begun at the café in the park and 

there is no reason why this cannot be rolled out to other 

town council facilities.  

To continue to use 

appropriate 

materials as part of 

its on-going 

maintenance 

schedule  

The Grounds team has already introduced a self-

imposed ban on the use of glyphosate.  

 
2.5 As  a council, its statutory powers and responsibilities are limited and therefore 

its envelope for affecting change is modest. Whilst this may be so, the Town 
Council will actively encourage improved practices within the parish. Through 
social media posts as well as About Town publication, the Town Council will 
encourage greater social as well as environmental awarenss.  

 
 

3. LOOKING FORWARD 
 
3.1 In isolation, what the Town Council is able to reasonably achieve is limited. 

However, there is no reason why over time it cannot become an exemplar council 
within the first tier of local government. Through continuing partnership working 
and meaningful engagement, there is much that can be gleaned from interest 
groups and best practice elsewhere. Ideas that would save the council money 
and could be implemented within the existing budgetary framework would be 
particularly welcome. 

 
3.2 Through  the SLCC, NALC and peer groups, Officers will also be offering up 

intiatives that in time, would further add to the ambitions.  
 

4. CONCLUSION  
 
4.1 The Town Council is already well-placed in terms of the greening agenda. By 

endorsing the recommendation set out herein, the Town Council is demonstrating 
by way of an established and endorsed set of ambitions how it will continue to 
improve its practices in the common interests of the environment.   
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End.  

 

 


